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www.fi ndafriendforlife.org OR www.petfi nder.org/shelters/CT74.htmlIf you've found a friend for life at The Robin I. 

Kroogman New Haven Animal Shelter, let us 

know. Perhaps you'll be featured in a future issue 

of AmongFRIENDS. 

COMING UP
From Clyde’s description, “bullmastiff and American bulldog, 

young, male, extra large,” it was clear that his potential adopt-

er would need to match his stature if not in size, then certainly 

in fortitude.  He had been at the New Haven Animal Shelter 

since April, 2013, walked only by experienced handlers.  Clyde 

was abandoned by his owner in one of the shelter’s dog runs 

along with an opened bag of dog food.  Afraid, confused, and 

anxious, Clyde did not understand his plight.  With a promise 

to reclaim Clyde, his owner said that he would return. He never 

did.  For nine months, Clyde remained at the shelter hoping 

for another chance. That chance came from Tyler Hotchkiss, a 

horse trainer whose background was tailor-made for a big guy 

like Clyde.  Horses, she says, have always been “my thing.”  

Tyler was no stranger to working with large animals although 

Clyde, she says, was a challenge. 

“I initially wanted to adopt a small dog but once I read Clyde’s 

description, my heart strings were pulled,” she says. “I had 

recently lost Diesel (American bulldog) and Rocket (French 

bulldog) and I decided that it was time to look for a new dog.”

Two days after Christmas, Tyler met with Jerome Davis, one of 

New Haven’s Animal Control Offi cers.  Her fi rst impression of Clyde was that he had the biggest head she’d 

ever seen.  He also showed no fear, no aggression and once outside, he played “like a giant goofball.”  She 

was impressed with the application process which, she says, was the most rigorous she’d encountered.  

Within four days, Clyde was on his way home after it was clear that Tyler was ready, willing and able.  The 

shelter staff and volunteers were “thrilled” when Clyde found his new digs but were anxious to see if the 

match was permanent.  Tyler was sure but it was Clyde who had the last word on that subject. “Jerome 

might have been crying when Clyde left,” Tyler says.  

Clyde was at fi rst wary of strangers and high spirited but Tyler knew that he needed focus and a fi rm hand.  

“He was pushing my buttons and was trying to be dominant.  I knew that he had so much pent up energy 

and needed to understand the rules and boundaries.”  Familiar with the guidance that was needed; Tyler 

fi tted Clyde with a Gentle Leader harness to help curb his jumping.  She always wears a fanny pack that’s 

well loaded with treats to reward him for good behavior.  He now is calmer around strangers since he 

knows that keeping his 80-pound frame in check will result in a few savory goodies.  A canine behaviorist 

is also part of the routine to help Clyde become more socialized and channel his energy and become more 

tolerant of his new surroundings.  He is stubborn because he wants everything “his way” Tyler says, but 

he is slowly learning the ropes.  “I wanted something to do and Clyde gave me something to do,” she says.  

“He’s so smart – almost too smart!”

Tyler’s occupation involves ‘saddle sitting’ which uses thermal imagery to locate pressure points and pos-

sible imbalances on a horse’s saddle.  She travels to horse farms throughout New England and, on one 

particular day, Clyde accompanied her to work.  As horses walked by, he spent the next several hours 

curiously observing the equine activity, gently touching nose-to-nose with some. 

Since coming to his new home, Clyde has racked up some impressive accomplishments.  He has made 

friends with Slick, a cattle dog/husky/chow mix owned by Tyler’s fi ancée.  He can touch the door knob 

when he wants to go out (a trick he learned at the shelter.)  He has become used to the cold weather as 

all New Englanders must, wearing one of his three sporty coats.  “His tail ‘twerking’ has been kept to a 

minimum” says Tyler.   After a cold romp outside, Clyde knows that a comfy couch and his purple pajamas 

wait.  There is no gate that can hold him as he has maneuvered under, around, and through any obstacle. 

His favorite delicacies include orange sherbet, and one of his favorite activities is scooping up dead hor-

nets off the front porch. His motto?  “If it looks like I can chew it, I’m gonna chew it!”  

- Elaine Spinato, Volunteer

Adoption Events | North Shore Animal League
1st Saturday of each month - please check 

website for locations. 

April 27, 2014 | Wooster Square Cherry 
Blossom Festival
New Haven.

May 12, 2014 | Alex & Ani Jewelry Benefi t
284 York Street, New Haven. 

6:00pm - 8:00pm

May 18, 2014 | Help Willy's Friends Pet Fair 
Durham. 

June 14, 2014 | Arts on the Edge
Audubon Street, New Haven.

Summer Shelter Events
To focus on healthy pets, training, and re-

sponsible pet ownership - please check our 

website for details. 

Friends of the New Haven Animal Shelter, 
Inc. is a non-profi t, volunteer organization. 
Our offi cers are: President Deb Wan • Vice 

President Maryellyn Maresca • Correspond-

ing Secretary Patricia Grandjean • Record-

ing Secretary Carol Feiden • Treasurer 

Elaine Spinato • Volunteer Coordinator 

Rachael Harvey

Send mail to FNHAS: 
P.O. Box 9056, Brewery Street Station,  

New Haven, CT 06532

Visit Us Online at: 
www.fi ndafriendforlife.org OR www.petfi nder.

org/shelters/CT74.html

AmongFRIENDS Contributors
Karen Marchione, Nicole Navarro, Elaine 

Spinato, Suzanne Tucker, Deb Wan. 

This issue of AmongFriends is 
dedicated to Kiki and 'Lil Apple - two 

sweet pups

Big Challenges, Big Rewards
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Notes From Our Adopters
As long as I can remember I have always had cats…two, three and on occasion more. 

Last November, I found myself with my dog but no cat.  Over the past two years I lost 

each of my three cats.  Lily was 22 years old, Rodolfo 13, and Mcduff was 12.  I have 

always waited for a time to grieve the lost of a beloved pet before even thinking of ac-

quiring another.  Now without a cat, my dog and I really missed the furry critters.

Within two weeks, I went to the Robin I Kroogman New Haven Animal Shelter to adopt 

a cat. Sadly, there were so many to choose from.  With the help of Marisa, a very patient 

volunteer, I adopted not one but two delightful eight-month-old kittens, Mickey and 

Misha, who are wonderful.  They are the friendliest, most energetic and entertaining 

cats that I have ever had the pleasure to share my home with.  

Best of all, my dog fi nds them as charming as I do. Mickey and Misha greet family and 

friends who always comment on their friendliness.  The shelter volunteers are responsible 

for socializing these abandoned cats and made their transition into a new home possible.

- Suzanne Tucker, Adopter

Misha (left) and Mickey (right)

Spring often brings joy and the energy to run around the yard or jump on the windowsill and watch the birds start to gather.  There 

are a group of animals that are able to share in those special spring experiences just because of your generosity. 

Your contributions covered a broad range of medical treatment since our last report.   Let’s start on a serious topic: heartworm.   We 

are hoping that all of you are aware that heartworm can affect a number of animals including dogs and cats both in the home and 

those that have been neglected and left at the shelter.    Heartworm can be prevented.  Please discuss it with your veterinarian.  The 

parasites can eventually attack the blood vessels in the lungs and the heart itself.    Two shelter dogs with great personalities that 

survived this ordeal are Trudie (gray pit-bull) and Buttercup (an adorable beagle, also treated for Lyme disease).  The shelter staff, 

volunteers, and the adopting families are very grateful for the funding that saved these two lives.   

 

More examples of the medical care include: surgical removal of skin growths, care for little Jacques' removal of internal tumors, 

surgical repair of eye problems, emergency treatment of a beautiful black cat’s severe respiratory infection, and multiple dental pro-

cedures.  Even when there are only one or two teeth remaining, it never seems to stop anyone from eating for very long.  Minx and 

Babette, Chihuahua & Pekingese, reported that “we had to have dental care and surgery to get relief from the pain and we learned 

that it also decreases our vulnerability to systemic infections”.  Marisa, the wonderful person that provided them with a new home, 

strongly agrees with their statement.    Nore and Max take us to the “other end” where “happy tails” were treated to prevent the need 

for the surgical solution of docking them.  They sighed with relief leaving the vet’s offi ce and wagged their plastic protected tails.  

Max is in a new home, and Nore can be found at the Dan Cosgrove Animal Shelter in Branford.  

Our report cannot end without telling you about Lucy.   This small, white pit-bull with gentle, trusting eyes arriving in poor condi-

tion with a severely broken leg.  She waited patiently to hear her destiny which was decided by the humans around her.  Orthopedic 

problems require funding for the specialized surgery and fostering.   Lucy was very sweet under the worst conditions and we had a 

competent surgeon; an amazing volunteer, Gillian, to foster, and, fi nally, funding provided by our supporters.    Gillian fostered Lucy 

(7 weeks), caring for her needs, taking her to her appointments, doing her physical therapy and observing her development.  It turned 

out that Lucy liked to cuddle, play and befriended the dog that lived in the house.  She is ready to learn more; after all, she isn’t even 

a year old yet.  Lucy is still at the shelter waiting for her new home.

In a way, you might think of it as a “Pay Forward” in some respects.  You contribute to the medical care of the shelter animals and 

they go on and bring unconditional love to their new families.  We are sending you unending and unconditional gratitude.  Thank you 

for making all of this and so much more, possible.

- Karen Marchione, Volunteer

Your Donations At Work
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Dane Desena collected donations instead 

of gifts for his 9th birthday. 

Kurt Boone, 7 years old and Wolf 
Boone, 8 years old, donated $40 to 

animals at the shelter. 

Kayla Murphy celebrated 7th birthday and 

received treats, food and toys for the ani-

mals at the shelter. 

Amy, Happy birthday #12! 

- four paws way up!

Brooke and Molly DeMeo donated 

their birthday money for the 2nd 

consecutive year. 

Carina DeClement & Dan Bickell's 
Lemonade Stand proceeds 

donated to our animals. 

Zane celebrated his 5th birth-

day by donating goodies to 

our animals.   

WHAT WE'VE BEEN UP TO

A wise person once said:  “Don't ever question the value of 
volunteers. Noah's Ark was built by volunteers; the Titanic was built 
by professionals.”  

Volunteers, no matter what their passion, step up when the need is 
greatest.  For the Friends of the New Haven Animal Shelter, we do our 
best to spend as much time with the animals, whether it’s exercise 
or just plain old quality time with a friend.  In theory, it’s a great idea 
but in practice, a diffi cult one given the weather, work schedules, and 
family issues.  But in general, all our shelter animals get as much 
love, training, fostering, and contact with potential adoptive families 
as we can muster up.  Here are some of the things we continue to do:

•  Monthly adoption events in conjunction with the North Shore Animal 
League of Long Island.

•  Monthly ‘mini adoption events’ – volunteers transporting our shelter 
animals to local Petco stores for potential adoption.

•  WTNH Channel 8 “Pet of the Week” segment to showcase one of 
our animals.

•  Fund raising – Yappy Hour at Claire’s Cornercopia, summer soiree 
at Kitchen Zinc, partnership with 10,000 Villages and Alex and Ani 

Jewelers, Fun In the Run at the New Haven Animal Shelter for 
updates, education and kid’s crafts.

•  Shelter improvement – college fraternities and sororities, civic 
groups, local business that helps with landscaping, general clean 
up, painting – sky is the limit!

KIDS CORNER!
Continued on page 5
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LOOK AT US NOW!
FNHAS ALUMNI

Baron

Binxy

Duke

Daisy

Lilly

Louie

Snow

Penny

Kika & Mitzi

Wuzzy

Latte

Savannah

Gracie

Maynard  
& Stella
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An animal lover in honor of Charlotte Schmid, who adopted Mickey 

(Rado) and provided him with a wonderful life. She continues to sup-

port the volunteer work with the animals at our shelter.  

An animal lover to celebrate the addition of Trudie to the family of Wes 
and Laura Kasprow. She has made them smile.  

An animal lover to thank Shauna for caring for Pecan and giving him a 

chance at living. They are both very special.  

An animal lover in acknowledgement of Smudge, the orange cat that 

trained many foster dogs how to socialize with felines. 

Jane Beddall & Chris Brown in honor of Jogo (aka Widget)

Edith Brown in honor of Anna Schildroth

Charlotte Schmid to thank the volunteers for their dedication and 

celebrate the recent adoption of Mickey (formerly Rado), who I love 

dearly.  

Terry Dagradi in honor of Maya Rose Muraka's Bat Mitzvah. 

Janet DiSanto in honor of Karen Hanson - Happy Birthday! 

Dede Fisher in honor of Abbey, a shelter rescue who loves being 

outdoors with the chipmunks.

Karen Hanson, Janet DiSanto & Kathy Caliendo in honor of Deb De-
Meo - Happy Birthday!

Peter & Kate Hvizdak in honor of Mara Lavitt, who introduced us to 

Skye (Arrow) at the shelter. 

Wes & Laura Kasprow to celebrate the addition of Trudie to our fam-

ily.

David & Sallyann Katz in honor of Dr. Matz for her professionalism 

and assistance with our dog Simon. We are so grateful. 

Ruth Kennedy in honor of Pat Grandjean (FNHAS volunteer) - Happy 

Birthday!

Susan Kruger in recognition of Lori Hillson (FNHAS volunteer)

Evelyn Lawhorn in honor of Waldo (originally Gadget). A great family 

dog. 

Monica Micalizzi-Cofrancesco in honor of Harley D. 111/2 and doing 

great! 

Lin Meigs Merry Christmas to Dorothy, Natalie, and Mark.

Jill Minichino in honor of Monty, our sassy, senior schnauzer.

Heather Patnode in honor of her sister Kelly. Happy Birthday!

Pam & John Stanton in honor of Lori Hillson, who has taken care of 

so many wonderful cats

Marie Strolin with love and thanksgiving for our two boys,  Gordy and 
Bobby (formerly Nero) that joined our family from your shelter. 

Frederich & Hannele Sundermann in honor of Lindsey Wilber. 

"Wild Bill" Taylor in honor of some great pals, Juno, Dr. Pepper, and 
Max.   

In Honor of Our Special Thanks
A Dog's Life and Amy Campagna, Alex & Ani Jewelers, Bai, Pollock, 
Billy Tee's Sports Bar & Grille, Cromwell, Blueweiss & Mulcahey, 
P.C., Blankets & Bowls, Claire's Cornercopia, Barbara Ellis, giveG-
reater.org, Guilford High School Interact Club, McDonald's Corpora-
tion, PETCO Foundation, REAP Foundation, Kula, Maui, Hawaii, RJ 
Julia Booksellers, Elizabeth Ryder and 10,000 Villages, Stratton 
Faxon New Haven Labor Day Road Race, The Corner Deli Hamden, 
Traveler's Companies, Inc. Employee Giving Campaign, United Il-
luminating Employee Giving Campaign, United Technologies Match-
ing Donation Program, United Way, and Wintergreen Magnet School 
"Spirit Week." 

CAR DONATIONS: Mark Cyr and Jennifer Rurak.

To donate your car, visit www.fi ndafriendforlife.org. Click "How to 
Help" and scroll down to "Donate a Car"!

AMAZON "WISH LIST" DONORS: Bai, Pollock, Blueweiss & Mulca-
hey, P.C., Kathleen Brennan and Zeus, North Haven Police Dept's 

K-9, Maureen Burke, Carla Consorte and Savannah (adopted from us 

in October 2013), Patricia Dillon, Toni L. Douglass, Nancy Faugh-
nan, Joseph Frieder - in honor of Alexandra Bezerra, Rachael Harvey 
and Smiley, Patricia E. Kennedy, Jen and Kimberly - in honor of 

Lindsey Wilber, Mednick Family, Leslie Mischke, Daniel Nardini, 
Onofrio Family, Heather Patnode - in honor of her sister's birthday, 
Diana Saylor, Sorority Women of Alpha Sigma Alpha at SCSU, Fred 
Uleano, Jon VanDuzee, the employees at Vitec Videocom, Susan 
Wilber, and many anonymous donors! 

Please visit Amazon.com for Friends of the New Haven Animal Shel-
ter or go directly to our link at: http://amzn.com/w/3SP1YVPL4L75X

What We've Been Up To Cont'd
•  Kids – we have some wonderful 

future volunteers who continue 
to donate birthday money, 
proceeds from lemonade stands, 
school spirit clubs – always 
bringing great food, beds, toys, 
and leashes for our animals.

•  New volunteers – we are always 
looking for people with similar 
passions to join us.  There’s so 
much to offer for you and for our 
animals.  There’s no better way 
to spend your time and energy – 
the results are gratifying.

The list goes on. Join us in 
whatever way you can, whether 
by volunteering or supporting. Please check our website at                              
www.fi ndafriendforlife.org  for upcoming events and stop by just to 
chat with one of our volunteers.  There’s no better feeling than seeing 
our animals go home with their new families.  

- Elaine Spinato, Volunteer
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Market Capsule Summary (continued from pg. 2) 

In Memoriam

We Thank You

Lenora Ahlstrom in memory of Nicki and Jake.

An animal lover in remembrance of Lexi who "will always be walking in the 

woods near her home in PA."

An animal lover in remembrance of Joan Ellen and Hazel.

An animal lover to commemorate Seabiscuit, "who still lives in the hearts of 

Marsha and Thom."

An animal lover in memory of Mallory, "loved by Kathy and Ainsley for many 

years."

Prudence Armstrong in memory of Bert, Abbe, and Anna, "all gone in 8 months."

Lynn Autry in memory of Astaire.

Anne Bailey in memory of Amber.

Richard & Jeanne Bates in memory of Ginger, "who will never be forgotton, 

love Mom & Dad."

Diane & Francis Bonomo in memory of our beloved pets, Champagne and 
Molly.

Barbara Botti in loving memory of Catherine Viscoli's cherished Cannan dog, 

Sheba

Kathleen Boudreau in memory of Kiki "beloved companion of Elaine & Jim 
Spinato." 

Richard Bromley in memory of Terri, "gone too soon."

Joy Bush & Tom Gilmore in loving memory of Bisky, "adoring and adorable 

companion of Marsha Rabe and Thom Brown."

Joy Bush & Tom Gilmore in loving memory of Zoe, Sandy Sanford's  wonder-

ful, loving companion.

Joy Bush & Tom Gilmore in loving memory of Hamish and Wilfi e, "loving com-

panions of Anne Lester."

Diane Caffrey in memory of Amanda, Leah, Molly, and Ossie.

Cynthia Camargo in memory of " our beloved Benson, adopted from the New 

Haven Animal Shelter."

Diane Charney in memory of Leigh Gillman, "who loved birds and his rescue 

cats."

Claire Criscuolo in loving memory of Frank Criscuolo. 

Robin Corvino in memory of Layla, "forever in our hearts."

Anne Demchak in memory of Lady. 

Janet DiSanto in memory of Zachy, "beloved companion of Pam Dalton."

Mary Doyle in memory of Duffy. 

Barbara Parry in memory of "all my cats."

The FNHAS Volunteers in memory of Jerome's Lil Apple "one sweet doggie."

Ruth Friedland in memory of Bubba.

Vanessa Galligan in memory of "the wonderful Fritz who is never forgotten."

Geraldine Glaser in memory of Zucchini. 

Robert Henninger in memory of Friskie. 

Michael & Susan Keeney in memory of Hank. 

Susan Kelly in memory of Betty. 

Carolyn Kirmiss in memory of Misty, " the love of my life." 

Elaine Kittler in memory of Chunk, Sam, and Jessica. 

Jean Koepke in memory of Pupsy - a shelter dog.  

Carla Korrick in memory of Eleanor Korrick. 

Rita Landino in memory of Shirley Varnette.  

Evelyn Lawhorn in memory of old friends Chewy, Jake, and Toby.  

Ann Leamon in memory of Gracie Mattison, "a good dog."

Elizabeth Lester in memory of Seabiscuit "the much loved and cherished 

companion of Marsha Rabe and Thom Brown."

Joan Logan in memory of Ole.

Nancy Lyon in memory of Maggie, "who made Wall St. a brighter place."

Laura Margolin & James Johnson in memory of Mr. Lucky.

Anne Mauriello in memory of Conrad & Muffi e, "we love you."

Jeanne Mauriello in memory of Peachie & Pepper. 

Patricia McClintock in memory of Lucky. 

Goretti Medeiros in memory of Barbara Gajewski. 

Carolyn Millman in memory of Ming, Cooper, Clovia, and Rosemond. 

Sharon Molster in memory of all our wonderful pets.

Viola Phillip in memory of Mindy. 

Laurie Prizzi in memory of my precious boy Boo Boo. 

Marsha Rabe & Thom Brown in memory of Kiki, "delightful and courageous 

companion of the Spinato Family."

Marsha Rabe & Thom Brown in memory of Smudge, Karen Marchione's "dear 

and brave companion."

Marsha Rabe & Thom Brown in memory of Lump, "charming and beloved 

companion of Barbara Kagan, Mike Jones, and Noggin."

Marc & Kathryn Roberts in memory of Nemo. 

Carol Santacroce in memory of Buster, "you were the best friend ever."

Sarah Short in memory of Farrah, "our princess and always loved."

Anna Simeone in memory of Gizzel, Rusty, Max, Lady, and Misty. 

Martha Sinclair in memory of Oscar, "we all miss you but know you're always 

with us."

Anne Sobel in memory of Shark, "beloved dog of Alley Hirschman."

Elaine & Jim Spinato in memory of Kiki, "a fearless feisty little dog who cap-

tured our hearts forever."

Stephanie Stanley in memory of aunt Anna Gambardella, "lover of all ani-

mals." 

James & Wendy Steward in memory of Toby.

Marie Strolin with love and thanksgiving for our 2 boys, Gordy & Bobby (for-

merly Nero) that joined our family from your shelter. 

Martha Sullivan in memory of Leo of Colony Rd, "although he is gone, his 

spirit lives on." 

Bonnie & Ned Taylor in memory of Misty.  

Dawn Tiedemann in memory of my Chicklet.   

Suzanne Tucker in memory of Lily and Rodolfo. 

Cindy & Patrick Walker in memory of Daisy & Hercules, "hope you are staying 

together in heaven. We love you!" 

Penny Welbourne in loving memory of my husband James C. Welbourne.  

Carolyn Williams in memory of my loving rescues dogs, Sophie and Sheila.  

We are grateful to everyone who made generous donations to the Friends during the past six months. We list here donations made in memory of 
and in honor of our beloved animals and people. All of your donations help us provide a second chance for the good and loving animals who come 
to our shelter for help. We....and they....thank you. 
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In memory of Barbara Boucher: Charles & Fern Grillo, June & Gerald Hallden, 

and Ruth & John Holley. 

In memory of Mark Wyzykowski: Dorothea Norton, Lynn Salowitz and David & 

Barbara Wyzykowski. 

In memory of Tania Sapko: Frank & Deb Cooper, Eugene & Addie Coppola, Va-

larie Coppola, Donald & Peggy Dean, Nancy Himmel, William &  Janet Hissey, 

Erin & Gregory Voshell, and Yale Child Study Center. 
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